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Appendix Four 
Association, Reading, and Hearing 


Comments from His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


To facilitate our readers’ contemplation, we present below a variety of comments 
from His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada on the subtle and deep 
topics of association, reading, and hearing. Although some of these statements can be 
seen to be contradictory to other statements here, we are confident that if seen through 
the teachings presented in this book, any apparent contradictions will be reconciled. 


ASSOCIATION 


The potency of transcendental sound is never minimized because 
the vibrator is apparently absent. (Purport to Bhag. 2.9.8) 

So we should associate by vibration, and not by the physical presence. 
That is real association. (Lecture, 18 August 1968.) 


So although a physical body is not present, the vibration should 
be accepted as the presence of the spiritual master, vibration. 
What we have heard from the spiritual master, that is living. 
(Lecture, 13 January 1969.) 


Krishna and his representative are the same. Similarly, the spiritual 
master can be present wherever the disciple wants. A spiritual master is 
the principle, not the body. Just likea television can be seen in thousands of 
places by the principle of relay monitoring. (Letter to Malati, 28 May 1968.) 


READING 


It is sometimes misunderstood that if one has to associate with persons 
engaged in devotional service he will not be able to solve the economic 
problem. To answer this argument, it is described here that one has to 
associate with liberated persons not directly, physically, but by understanding, 
through philosophy and logic, the problems of life. (Purport to Bhag. 3.31.48.) 

All the devotees connected with the Krishna consciousness 
movement must read all the books that have been translated (the 
Caitanya-caritamrta, Srimad Bhagavatam, Bhagavad-gita, and others); 
otherwise, after sometime they will simply eat, sleep and fall down from 
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their position. Thus they will miss the opportunity to attain an eternal, 
blissful life of transcendental pleasure. (Purport to Cc. madhya 25.278.) 


Paramahamsa Das: "My question is, a pure devotee, when 
he comments on Bhagavad-gita, someone who never sees him 
physically, but he just comes in contact with the commentary, 
explanation, is this the same thing?" 

Srila Prabhupada: "Yes. You can associate with Krishna by reading 
Bhagavad-gita. And these saintly persons, they have given their explanations, 
comments. So where isthe difficulty?" (Morning Walk in Paris. 11 June 1974.) 


Narayana Das: "So those disciples who don't have the opportunity 
to see you or speak with you..." 

Srila Prabhupada: “That he was speaking, vani and vapuh. Even if 
you don’t see his body, you take his words, vani.” (Room conversation 
in San Francisco, 21 July 1975.) 


Indian Man: We like your company very much in Toronto and we 
feel like talk you so much, but we don’t have so much time to talk with 
you. You have so much mercy, so we have not... know so much about 
Krishna from you. 

Prabhupada: So in my absence you read the books. What I talk, I 
have written in the books. That’s all. 

Indian Man: Personally, we think more greater. 

Prabhupada: That’s all right. But still, you can associate with me by 
reading my books. (Morning walk in Toronto, 7 August 1975.) 


Every one of you must regularly read our books at least twice, in the 
morning and evening, and automatically all questions will be answered. 
(Letter to Ranadhira. 24 January 1970.) 


The more we become renounced from this material world 
the more we advance in Krishna consciousness. But we are only 
able to make such sacrifices and perform tapasya if we have got 
knowledge. So first thing is to become knowledgeable in Krishna 
consciousness, then the tapasya or voluntary life of austerity will 
result automatically. So I am requesting all of my students to read 
my books very seriously every day without fail. In this way, if 
your mind becomes absorbed at least one or two hours daily in the 
transcendental subject matter of Srimad Bhagavatam, Bhagavad-gità, 
and other books, then very easily you will make your advancement 
in Krishna consciousness. (Letter to Bhargava, 13 June, 1972.) 
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Iam very much stressing at this point that all of my students shall be 
very much conversant with the philosophy of Krishna consciousness, and 
that they should read our books very diligently atleast one or two hours 
daily and try to understand the subject matter from varieties of angles. 
... we have got ample stock for acquiring knowledge. And if the students 
get knowledge more and more they will automatically become convinced 
and very easily perform their duties for tapasya or renunciation of the 
material bondage, and that will be their successful advancement in 
Krishna consciousness. (Letter to Madhudvisa, 16 June 1972.) 


These are not ordinary books. It is recorded chanting. Anyone who 
reads, he is hearing. (Letter to Rupanuga Das. 19 October 1974.) 


In my books the philosophy of Krishna Consciousness is explained 
fully so if there is anything you do not understand, then you simply 
have to read again and again. By reading daily the knowledge will be 
revealed to you and by this process your spiritual life will develop. 
(Letter to Brahmarupa Das. 22 November 1974.) 


If it is possible to go to the temple, then take advantage of the temple. 
A temple is a place whereby one is given the opportunity to render direct 
devotional service to the Supreme Lord Sri Krishna. In conjunction with 
this you should always read my books daily and all your questions will be 
answered and you will havea firm basis of Krishna Consciousness. In this 
way your life will be perfect. (Letter to Hugo Salemon. 22 November 1974.) 


So utilise whatever time you find to make a thorough study of my books. 
Then all your questions will be answered. (Letter to Upendra, 7 January 1976.) 


“A reporter asked, ‘What will happen to your movement when you 
die?’ Before the words were out of his mouth, it was so lightning quick, 
Prabhupada was saying, ‘I will never die’, right back at the guy. And 
then Prabhupada explained himself, ‘I will live forever in my books.” 
(Caru Das from Srila Prabhupada Remembrances. Volume 3 chapter 43.) 


HEARING 


This process of disciplic succession of the Bhagavata school suggests 
that in the future also, for all time, $rimad Bhagavatam has to be 
understood from a person who is factually a representative of Srila 
Sukadev Goswami.... One should conclude, therefore, that the serious 
student of rasa should receive the message of Bhagavatam in the chain of 
disciplic succession from Srila Sukadev Goswami. (Purport to Bhag. 1.1.3.) 
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The Puránasare also parts of the Vedas. And histories like the Mahabharata 
or Ramayana are also parts of the Vedas. The dcarya or the gosvami must 
be well acquainted with all these literatures. To hear and explain them is 
more important than reading them. One can assimilate the knowledge of 
the revealed scriptures only by hearing and explaining. Hearing is called 
Sravana, and explaining is called kirtana. The two processes of sravana and 
kirtanaare of primary importance to progressive spiritual life. Only one who 
has properly grasped the transcendental knowledge from the right source by 
submissive hearing can properly explain the subject. (Purport to Bhag. 1.1.6.) 


Srimad Bhagavatam, or, for that matter, any other scientific literature, 
cannot be studied at home by one’s own intellectual capacity. Medical books of 
anatomy or physiology are available in the market, but no one can become a 
qualified medical practitioner simply by reading such books at home. One has 
to be admitted to the medical college and study the books under the guidance 
of learned professors. Similarly, Srimad Bhagavatam, the postgraduate study 
of the science of Godhead, can only be learned by studying it at the feet of a 
realized soul like Srila Vyasadev. (Purport to Bhāg. 2.1.8.) 


Manu said that since he was advised and instructed by Kardama Muni, he 
was very much favored. He considered himself lucky to receive the message 
by aural reception. It is especially mentioned here that one should be very 
inquisitive to hear with open ears from the authorized source of the bona fide 
spiritual master. How is one to receive? One should receive the transcendental 
message by aural reception. The word karna-randhraih means “through the 
holes of the ears.” The favor of the spiritual master is not received through 
any other part of the body but the ears. (Purport to Bhdg. 3.22.7.) 


A businessman is always very eager to go to a place where business 
is transacted. Similarly, a devotee is very eager to hear from the lips of 
liberated devotees. As soon as one hears the glories of the Lord from the 
liberated devotees, he immediately becomes impregnated with Krishna 
consciousness. (Purport to Bhag. 4.29.39-40.) 


We haveto hear not froma telephone but from an authorized person, 
for it is he who has real knowledge. (Purport to Cc. adi 7.107.) 


The separated energy can be understood from a practical example. I 
compose books by speaking into a dictaphone, and when the dictaphone 
is replayed, it appears that I am speaking personally, but actually I am 
not. (Purport to Cc. adi 7.119.) 
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According to the Vedic injunction, yasya deve para bhaktir yatha deve 
tatha gurau [Svetasvatara Upanisad 6.23], all Vedic literatures maintain 
that Srimad Bhagavatam has to be learned from the person bhagavata, 
and to understand it one has to engage in pure devotional service. 
Srimad Bhagavatam cannot be understood by so-called erudite scholars 
or grammarians. One who has developed pure Krishna consciousness 
and has served the pure devotee, the spiritual master, can understand 
Srimad Bhagavatam. Others cannot. (Purport to Cc. madhya 24.313.) 


..if one wants to learn the meaning of Srimad Bhagavatam, one must take 
lessons from a realized soul. One should not proudly think that one can 
understand the transcendental loving service of the Lord simply by reading 
books. One must become a servant of a vaisnava. As Narottama Das Thakur 
has confirmed, chadiya vaisnava-seva nistara peyeche keba: one cannot be in 
a transcendental position unless one very faithfully serves a pure vaisnava. 
One must accept a vaisnava guru (adau gurv-asrayam), and then by questions 
and answers one should gradually learn what pure devotional service to 
Krishna is. That is called the paramparà system. (Purport to Cc. antya 7.53.) 


The transcendental messages ofthe scriptures should be heard from 
the lips of realized souls. (Chapter 28 of Teachings of Lord Caitanya.) 


Abandoning the endeavor to understand the Supreme by limited 
knowledge or mental speculation, we should become submissive and 
hear of the Supreme through the authoritative sources such as Bhagavad- 
gita or through the lips of a realized soul. 

In Bhagavad-gita, Arjuna is hearing about God from the lips of Sri 
Krishna himself. In this way Arjuna set the criterion for understanding 
the Supreme by submissive hearing. It is our position to hear Bhagavad- 
gita from the lips of Arjuna or his bona fide representative, the spiritual 
master. (Chapter 3 of Beyond Birth and Death.) 


When it is chanted by a pure devotee of the Lord in love, it has the 
greatest efficacy on hearers, and as such this chanting should be heard 
from the lips of a pure devotee of the Lord, so that immediate effects can 
be achieved. As far as possible, chanting from the lips of non-devotees 
should be avoided. Milk touched by the lips of a serpent has poisonous 
effects. (Chapter 6 of Krishna Consciousness, the Topmost Yoga System.) 


Indian lady: “How does one contact the spiritual master? Through 
a book can you contact the spiritual master?” 
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Prabhupada: "No, you have to associate." 

Syamasundar: “Can you associate through a book?’ she asked." 

Prabhupada: Yes, through books, and also personal. Because when 
you make a spiritual master you have got personal touch. Not that in the 
air you make a spiritual master. You make a spiritual master concrete. 
So as soon as you make a spiritual master, you should be inquisitive. ... 
If you simply try to understand what is God by reading scriptures, you 
cannot achieve. You must approach a guru. Just like a medical book. It 
can be available in the market. If you purchase one medical book and 
study and you become doctor, that is not possible. You must hear the 
medical book from a medical man in the college, medical college. Then 
you will be qualified. And if you say, "Sir, I have read all the medical books. 
Recognize me as a medical practitioner,” no, that will not be. (Lecture on 
the Appearance day of Srila Bhaktivinode Thakur, 23 Sept 1969, London.) 


Swarup Damodar did not approve of the poetry to be presented to Sri 
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. At that time he chastised him [a poet from Bengal], 
“You do not know the conclusion, and you dare to write some poetry. Don’t 
do this.” And he said, bhagavata para giya bhagavata-sthane, “If you want to 
understand Srimad Bhagavatam, then study Srimad Bhagavatam from the pure 
devotee. Then you'll understand. Otherwise, you'll write all these nonsense.” 
Bhagavata para giya bhagavata-sthane. There are two bhagavatas. You study 
Srimad Bhagavatam from the living bhagavata. So if one does not take or 
does not surrender unto the living bhagavata, he cannot understand Srimad 
Bhagavatam. ... Many learned Sanskrit scholars, they cannot understand 
Bhagavatam. I have seen many scholars, they cannot understand Bhagavata. 
They will read, but they will not be able to understand. Similarly, Bhagavad- 
gità also. If anyone studies Bhagavad-gità from a scholarly point of view, A-B- 
C-D, he'll not understand. Krishna therefore said, "Arjuna, I shall speak the 
lessons of Bhagavata unto you because you are my very dear friend and you 
are my devotee.” Krishna did not want to speak Bhagavad-gità to a scholarly 
student. No. These books are not to be understood by mundane scholarship. 
That is not possible. (Lecture in Los Angeles. 20 June 1972.) 


Before engaging yourself in devotional service to the Lord, you must 
first of all worship acaárya, acaryopasanam. One cannot become a devotee 
personally. Just like some rascals say, “What is the use of accepting guru?” 
Of course, they have got very bad experience.... It is not that “IfTlike,Ican go 
to a guru; ifI don’t like I can learn the books at home and learn everything.” 
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No, that is not possible. Practically... Just like if you purchase some medical 
book and study at home and if you begin to practice, you will be called a 
quack. You will not be recognized by the government. You will not get the 
practitioner's registration. You will not. Unless you have passed through 
the medical college, your medical examination, you will not be accepted, 
even if you say, "I have read all the books." Similarly, if you simply think 
that "I have read...” As we see generally, “Oh, I have read Bhagavad-gita a 
hundred times." But you ask him what is Krishna, he cannot say. Because 
he has not approached the acarya. This is the difficulty. He might have 
read Bhagavad-gità a thousand times, but he will not understand a single 
word because he has not approached. 

[Mundaka Upanisad 1.2.12]. Abhigacchet. This word is used when the sense 
is "You must." This is vidhi-lin form of verb, gacchet, abhigacchet. You 
must. There is no excuse. You cannot learn. Tasmad gurum prapadyeta 
jüfiasuh sreya uttamam (Bhag. 11.3.21). If you want to know uttamam 
subject matter... Ut, ut means udgatam, transcending. Tamah means 
this material world. This material world is tama, darkness. But if you 
are interested in the matter which is transcendental to this material 
world, that means spiritual world, then tasmad gurur prapadyeta, you 
must surrender to a guru. (Lecture in Bombay. 5 Oct 1973.) 


Unless one is svanubhavam, self-realized, [unless his] life is Bhagavat, 
he cannot preach Bhagavat. That will not be effective. A gramophone 
will not help. ... A gramophone will not help, if you want to read $rimad 
Bhagavatam, you must approach a person who is living Bhagavata. 
(Lecture in Rome. 27 May 1974.) 


Every Sloka of Srimad Bhagavatam is full of spiritual information. If we 
take advantage of this great Vedic literature then we become fully aware of 
Bhagavan and the devotees of Bhagavan. Therefore, it is named Bhagavatam. 
But this Bhagavatam has to be studied from the very beginning and take 
the lessons from live bhagavata. There are two kinds of Bhagavatam — one, 
this grantha bhagavatam, and the other is a person bhagavatam. Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu advised that if you want to understand Bhagavatam, then you 
must approach a person whose life is bhagavatam. He said, bhagavata para- 
giya bhagavata sthane, that “If we learn, listen to Srimad Bhagavatam from the 
person bhagavatam, then it is very easy to understand the spiritual knowledge 
given in the Srimad Bhagavatam. (Lecture in Delhi. 28 November 1975.) 
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[Regarding recordings of his lectures, Srila Prabhupada once said:] 
When you play back it will speak just like I am speaking, but I am not 
there. (Room conversation in London. 10 August 1971.) 


Madhudvisa: One cannot become a medical practitioner 
by simply reading the books. He must study under a medical 
practitioner. So in the case of your books, is it possible to become 
a devotee without actually having personal association with you? 
Just by reading your books? 

Prabhupada: No, it is not that you have to associate with the author. 
But one who knows, if you cannot understand you have to take lesson 
from him. Not necessarily that you have to contact with the author always. 

Devotee: Just like the textbooks are not written by the teachers; 
they're written by other professors. 

Devotee: Usually you don't even meet the author. 

Prabhupada: Simply one who knows the subject matter, he can 
explain. 

Madhudvisha: But can your, would your purports, would that serve 
as explanation besides... 

Prabhupada: No, no, anyone who knows the subject matter, he will 
be able to explain. It is not necessary that the author is required to be 
present there. ...to study from a medical man, I never said you have to 
study from the author. Or one who understood the author's purpose. 
Just like we are explaining Bhagavad-gità as it is. Not that one has to 
learn directly from Krishna. One who has understood Krishna, from him. 
That is the paramparà system. (Morning Walk, 21 May 1975, Melbourne.) 


If you simply become a gramophone speaker, then it will not be 
effective. Gramophone or tape record speaker, that will not be. You 
must be a live speaker. Your living condition should be spiritually, what 
is called, surcharged. So that means you must be trained up how to rise 
early in the morning, take your bath, cleanse yourself, chant Hare Krsna 
mantra. Then you will be spiritually strong. When you are spiritually 
strong, if you speak something on spiritual subject matter, then it will 
be effective. Otherwise it will be just like tape record playing. So this is 
required. (Room Conversation in Mauritius. 5 October 1975.) 


Brian Singer: Do you find that in the translation from the thoughts 
and the Sanskrit to the English words, then from the English words to 
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the mass of the people's heads, do you find that there is much loss? 

Prabhupada: No, if you have grasped the thought, that you can express 
in any language. But if you cannot grasp the thought, then you cannot 
express. So the.... Our translation is that we have to receive the thoughts as 
it is by the parampard system. Therefore it is presented so nicely, and people 
like it. It is the value of the subject matter. That we have to receive from 
authorities. Just like any scientific book, say medical science. You cannot 
understand medical science by reading the books. It must be received 
through a medical man. Then it will be clear. Therefore the parampara 
system... Krishna said, evarh paramparda-praptam. [Bg. 4.2] Everything is 
parampara. If you receive the knowledge from the authority, then you are 
in perfect knowledge, not simply by reading the books. Therefore, our 
method is to accept the perfect guru to understand the subject matter. 
But still, if one reads the books as it is from authorities, there is chance of 
understanding. The real thing is training. So our institution is training, 
not only training, but full knowledge, practical and theoretical. That is 
real scientific. If you give up one side, then you can give up the theoretical 
side, but the practical side you cannot give up. Two sides are presented 
in our Krishna consciousness movement, and they are being thoroughly 
trained up. (Room conversation in Melbourne. 22 April 1976.) 


Our movement is being carried by spiritual strength from chanting of 
the hare krsna máhá-mantra from the lips of pure devotees. Our disciples 
are pure and therefore the effect is that this movement is gaining in 
scope all over the world. (Letter to Murari, 4 February 1971.) 


Appendix Five 


Understanding the Writings of 
Thakur Bhaktivinode 


Prabhupada Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur 


We avail of the opportunity offered by the anniversary 
celebrations of the advent of Thakur Bhaktivinode to reflect on 
the right method of obtaining those benefits that have been made 
accessible to humanity by the grace ofthis great devotee of Krishna. 
Thakur Bhaktivinode has been specifically kind to those unfortunate 
persons who are engrossed in mental speculation of all kinds. 
This is the prevalent malady of the present age. The other dcaryas 
who appeared before Thakur Bhaktivinode did not address their 
discourses so directly to the empiric thinkers. They had been more 
merciful to those who are naturally disposed to listen to discourses 
on the Absolute without being dissuaded by the specious arguments 
of the avowed opponents of Godhead. 

... That day is not far distant when the priceless volumes penned by 
Thakur Bhaktivinode will be reverently translated, by the recipients 
of his grace, into all the languages of the world. 

The writings of Thakur Bhaktivinode provide the golden bridge by 
which the mental speculationist can safely cross the raging waters 
of fruitless empiric controversies that trouble the peace of those 
who choose to trust in their guidance for finding the Truth. As soon 
as the sympathetic reader is in a position to appreciate the sterling 
quality of Thakur Bhaktivinode’s philosophy, the entire vista of 
the revealed literatures of the world will automatically open out to 
his reclaimed vision. There have, however, already arisen serious 
misunderstandings regarding the proper interpretation of the life 
and teachings of Srila Thakur Bhaktivinode. Those who suppose 
they understand the meaning of his message without securing the 
guiding grace of the dcarya are disposed to unduly favor the methods 
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of empiric study of his writings. There are persons who have got by 
heart almost everything that he wrote, without being able to catch 
the least particle of his meaning. Such study cannot benefit those 
who are not prepared to act up to the instructions lucidly conveyed 
by his words. There is no honest chance of missing the warnings of 
Thakur Bhaktivinode. Those, therefore, who are misled by the perusal 
of his writings are led astray by their own obstinate perversity in 
sticking to the empiric course which they prefer to cherish against 
his explicit warnings. Let these unfortunate persons look more 
carefully into their own hearts for the cause of their misfortunes. The 
personal service of the pure devotee is essential for understanding 
the spiritual meaning of the words of Thakur Bhaktivinode....The 
present editor has all along felt it his paramount duty to try to clear 
up the meaning of the life and teachings of Thakur Bhaktivinode 
by the method of submissive listening to the transcendental sound 
from the lips of the pure devotee. The guru, who realizes the 
transcendental meaning of all sounds, is in a position to serve the 
absolute by the direction of the absolute conveyed through every 
sound. The transcendental sound is Godhead; the mundane sound is 
non-Godhead. All sound has got these opposite aptitudes. All sound 
reveals its divine face to the devotee and only presents its deluding 
aspect to the empiric pedant. The devotee talks apparently the same 
language as the deluded empiric pedant who had got by heart the 
vocabulary of the scriptures. But not withstanding apparent identity 
of performance, the one has no access to the reality while the other 
is absolutely free from all delusion. 

Those who repeat the teachings of Thakur Bhaktivinode from 
memory do not necessarily understand the meaning of the words 
they mechanically repeat. Those who can pass an empiric examination 
regarding the contents of his writings are not necessarily also self- 
realized souls. They may not at all know the real meaning of the words 
they have learnt by the method of empiric study. Take, for example, the 
name “Krishna”. Every reader of Thakur Bhaktivinode’s works must be 
aware that the name manifests himself on the lips of his serving devotees 
although he is inaccessible to our mundane senses. It is one thing to pass 
the examination by reproducing this true conclusion from the writings 
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of Thakur Bhaktivinode, but quite another matter to realize the nature 
ofthe holy name of Krishna through the process conveyed by the words. 

Thakur Bhaktivinode did not want us to go to the clever 
mechanical reciter of the mundane sound for obtaining access to the 
transcendental name of Krishna. Such a person may be fully equipped 
with all the written arguments in explanation of the nature of the 
divine name. But if we listen to all these arguments from the dead 
source the words will only increase our delusion. The very same 
words coming from the lips ofthe devotee will have the diametrically 
opposite effect. Our empiric judgment can never grasp the difference 
between the two performances. The devotee is always right. The non- 
devotee in the shape ofthe empiric pedant is always and necessarily 
wrong. In the one case there is always present the substantive truth 
and nothing but the substantive truth. In the other case there is 
present the apparent or misleading hypothesis and nothing but 
untruth. The wording may have the same external appearance in both 
cases. The identical verses of the scriptures recited by the devotee 
and the non-devotee may be apparently misquoted by the devotee 
but the corresponding values of the two processes remain always 
categorically different. The devotee is right even when he apparently 
misquotes, the non-devotee is wrong even when he quotes correctly 
the very words, chapter and verse of the scriptures. 

Itis notempiric wisdom that is the object of quest ofthe devotee. 
Those who read the scriptures for gathering empiric wisdom will 
be pursuing the wild goose chase. There are not a few dupes of 
their empiric scriptural erudition. These dupes have their admiring 
under-dupes. But the mutual admiration society of dupes does not 
escape, by the mere weight of their number, the misfortunes due to 
the deliberate pursuit of the wrong course in accordance with the 
suggestions of our lower selves. 

..Thakur Bhaktivinode is acknowledged by all his sincere 
followers as possessing the above powers of the pure devotee of 
Godhead. His words have to be received from the lips of a pure 
devotee. If his words are listened from the lips of a non-devotee 
they will certainly deceive. If his works are studied in the light of 
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one's own worldly experience, their meaning will refuse to disclose 
itself to such readers. His works belong to the class of the eternal 
revealed literature of the world and must be approached for their 
right understanding through their exposition by the pure devotee. 
If no help from the pure devotee is sought, the works of Thakur 
Bhaktivinode will be grossly misunderstood by the readers. The 
attentive reader of those works will find that he is always directed 
to throw himself upon the mercy of the pure devotee if he is not to 
remain unwarrantably self-satisfied by the deluding results of his 
wrong method of study. 

..In order to be put on the track of the absolute, listening to the 
words of the pure devotee is absolutely necessary. The spoken word 
of the absolute is the absolute. It is only the absolute who can give 
himself away to the constituents of his power. The absolute appears 
to the listening ear of the conditioned soul in the form of the name 
on the lips of the sadhu. This is the key to the whole position. 

.. Thakur Bhaktivinode's greatest gift to the world consists in this, 
that he has brought about the appearance of those pure devotees who 
are, at present, carrying on the movement of unalloyed devotion to 
the feet of Sri Krishna by their own whole-time spiritual service of 
the divinity. ... Those who pretend to recognize the divine mission of 
Thakur Bhaktivinode without aspiring to the unconditional service 
of those pure souls who really follow the teachings of the Thakur 
by the method enjoined by the scriptures and explained by Thakur 
Bhaktivinode in a way that is so eminently suited to the requirements 
of the sophisticated mentality of the present age, only deceive 
themselves and their willing victims by their hypocritical professions 
and performances. These persons must not be confounded with the 
bona-fide members of the flock. 


— Excerpted from an article titled, “Thakur Bhaktivinode". Published in The 
Harmonist, December 1931, vol. XIX no.6. 


Appendix Six 


Hearing from the Lips 


The abundant profusion of vaisnava literature and recordings available 
today may bring one to question the need of accepting and hearing from 
a guru. One could reason that, "I will just read the books and hear tapes 
and that will suffice for my practice of hearing, for guidance, and for my 
connection to Krishna." 


ASSOCIATION THROUGH LITERATURE 


The conception that reading books and hearing audio record- 
ings suffices for spiritual progress can be supported by a number of 
comments from our previous dcaryas, such as the following words of 
Srila Bhaktivinode Thakur from a lecture on Srimad Bhagavatam that 
he gave in Dinajpur, West Bengal, that were later made into a small 
book, The Bhagavat: Its Philosophy, Its Ethics & Its Theology: 


Do the spiritual masters, after they disappear, bestow their mercy 
upon the living entities? The souls of great thinkers of bygone ages, 
who now live spiritually, often approach an inquiring spirit and as- 
sist him in his development. 


His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada also 
made a number of similar statements, such as: 


It is sometimes misunderstood that if one has to associate with per- 
sons engaged in devotional service he will not be able to solve the 
economic problem. To answer this argument, it is described here that 
one has to associate with liberated persons not directly, physically, 
but by understanding, through philosophy and logic, the problems 
of life. (Purport to Bhāg. 3.31.48.) 


The potency of transcendental sound is never minimized because 
the vibrator is apparently absent. (Purport to Bhag. 2.9.8.) 


These books I have recorded and chanted, and they are transcribed. 
It is spoken kirtana. So book distribution is also chanting. These are 
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not ordinary books. It is recorded chanting. Anyone who reads, he 
is hearing. (Letter to Rupanuga Das. 19 October 1974.) 


KRisHNA'S FoRM OF SRIMAD BHAGAVATAM 


In particular, $rimad Bhagavatam is not an ordinary book. Just as 
Krishna is inconceivable to dull sense perception, so, too, is Srimad 
Bhagavatam. Srila Vrindavan Das Thakur describes in Caitanya- 
bhagavata (madhya 21.23): 

mahacintya bhagavata sarva-sastre gaya 
ihà nā bujhiye vidya, tapa, pratisthaya 
All the scriptures glorify Srimad Bhagavatam as the most sublime 


literature. It cannot be understood through education, austerity, or 
social position. 


Again, the Caitanya-bhagavata (antya 3.513) states: 


i$varera tattva yena bujhane na yaya 
ei mata bhágavata—sarva Sastre gaya 


The science of the Supreme Lord is incomprehensible, so, too, is the 
Srimad Bhagavatam. This is the statement of all scriptures. 


Vrindavan Das Thakur further explains in Caitanya-bhagavata 
(madhya 21.24): 


‘bhagavata bujhi’ hena yàra ache jfiana 
se nā jane kabhu bhagavatera pramana 


One who thinks, “I understand Srimad Bhágavatam," does not know 
Srimad Bhagavatam. 


Srila Krishnadas Kaviraj Goswami explains that this is because the 
Srimad Bhagavatam is directly Krishna (Cc. madhya 24.318): 
krsna-tulya bhagavata—vibhu, sarvasraya 
prati-sloke prati-aksare nànà artha kaya 
Srimad Bhágavatam is as great as Krishna, the Supreme Lord and 


shelter of everything. In each and every verse of $rimad Bhágavatam, 
indeed in each and every syllable, there are various meanings. 
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THREE SOURCES 


To understand the inconceivable Srimad Bhagavatam, Srila Prab- 
hupada and dcaryas in our line have distinguished between reading 
from a book and hearing from a saintly person. They have stressed 
the need for what Srila Prabhupada called "three parallel lines". He 
writes in his purport to Caitanya-caritamrta adi 7.48: 


Srila Narottam Das Thakur advises, sadhu-sastra-guru-vákya, 
hrdaye kariya aikya. The meaning of this instruction is that 
one must consider the instructions ofthe sadhu, the revealed 
scriptures, and the spiritual master in order to understand the 
real purpose of spiritual life. Neither a sadhu (saintly person or 
vaisnava) nor a bona fide spiritual master says anything that 
is beyond the scope of the sanction of the revealed scriptures. 
Thus the statements ofthe revealed scriptures correspond to 
those of the bona fide spiritual master and saintly persons. 
One must therefore act with reference to these three impor- 
tant sources of understanding. 


Reading śāstra or devotional literature is one of the three items. 
Reading books does not replace the need for guidance from guru 
and the vaisnavas. All three principles are required for advancement 
in spiritual life. 


Two BHAGAVATAS 


These three principles are synthesized into two manifestations of 
the Bhagavata — the book, and the sadhu-guru devotee. Srila Krishna- 
das Kaviraj Goswami describes (in Cc. adi 1.98-100) that by the mercy 
ofSri Sri Gaura Nitai, one comes in contact with these two Bhagavatas: 

dui bhai hrdayera ksali’ andhakara 
dui bhagavata-sange karana saksatkara 

But these two brothers [Lord Chaitanya and Lord Nityananda] dis- 

sipate the darkness of the inner core of the heart, and thus they help 

one meet these two kinds of bhagavatas. 


eka bhagavata bada—bhagavata-sastra 
ara bhagavata—bhakta bhakti-rasa-patra 


One of these bhagavatas is the great scripture Srimad Bhagavatam, and the 
other is the pure devotee absorbed in the mellows of loving devotion. 


Appendix Six: Hearing from the Lips 147 


dui bhagavata dvara diya bhakti-rasa 

tanhara hrdaye tanra preme haya vasa 
Through the actions of these two bhagavatas the Lord instills the 
mellows of transcendental loving service into the heart of a living 


being, and thus the Lord, in the heart of his devotee, comes under 
the control of the devotee’s love. 


Pure vaisnavas never die, but they do become unmanifest 
(aprakata) to the perception of conditioned souls. The pure vaisnava 
spiritual master who is manifest (prakata) in this world is called the 
mahanta-guru, as described by Srila Krishnadas Kaviraja Goswami in 
Caitanya-caritamrta (adi 1.58): 

jive saksat nahi tate guru caittya-rüpe 
Siksa-guru haya krsna-mahanta-svartipe 

Since one cannot directly experience the presence of the Supersoul, 

he appears before us as a Siksa-guru, an instructing spiritual master. 


Such a mahanta-guru, a topmost devotee, should be seen as Krishna 
himself. 


JAGAD-GURU JESUS CHRIST 


Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur Prabhupada has explained 
that we cannot make proper advancement merely by studying the 
scriptures and instructions of a spiritual master who has become 
aprakata (unmanifest). Rather, we must follow the principle of the 
disciplic succession and seek guidance from the mahanta-guru, the 
physically manifest (prakata) spiritual master: 


We accept both the universal spiritual master and the initiating 
spiritual master. By accepting only the jagad-guru, we may face many 
anarthas. If at present we want to follow Christ's orders by accept- 
ing him as jagad-guru and we think we do not require an initiating 
spiritual master, we will certainly face doubt about how well we can 
follow Christ's orders. The Supreme Lord, the universal jagad-guru, 
delivers his instructions about the absolute truth only through the 
disciplic succession. As I sit on the bank of the Ganga in Nabadwip, 
far from the Himalayas where the Ganga originates, and am able to 
touch her water here, the initiating spiritual master similarly brings 
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the Ganga of pure devotional service, which emanates from the 
Lord's lotus feet, and places it in my hand and on my head. Because 
Iaman ordinary, powerless, poor person, I am not able to climb the 
Himalayas to touch her water there. Similarly, if the flow of the Ganga 
from the Himalayas is interrupted on the way, I would have to face 
the danger of accepting a polluted flow instead of the pure Ganga. 
If the instructions Jesus Christ gave two thousand years ago do not 
come to us through disciplic succession, or if we have to sort them 
out from books, then perhaps we may create a blunder and accept 
a perversion of the truth taught in the name of Christianity. We 
may even come to accept something opposite from what he taught, 
thinking it his actual philosophy. 

The initiating spiritual master is also jagad-guru because he is a 
manifestation of the original jagad-guru. Out of his causeless mercy 
he delivers the message of the original jagad-guru through the disci- 
plic succession. He does not cheat or flatter the disciple, nor does he 
yearn for any material gain. He is simply a messenger of the absolute 
truth. — Amrta Vani, p. 44. Touchstone Media. Mumbai. 2004. 


Thus, there is a subtle but important difference between hearing 
directly from the lips of a pure vaisnava in a personal relationship 
and studying the teachings of a pure vaisnava who has become un- 
manifest. Therefore the Parasara Purana (18.22) describes that sastra 
must be heard from guru: 

sütra-bhasyadibhih sastram saksad vedana-sadhanam 
$rotavyam svaguroh svatma-svariipa-pratipattaye 

Sastra, along with its various commentaries, glosses, sütras, etc., is the 


direct means of attaining knowledge. It should be heard from one’s 
guru for attaining the goal of realization of the self. 


LEVELS OF SOUND 


In Srimad Bhagavatam (11.12.17), Krishna explains the various types 
of sound and the difference between gross and subtle forms of sound: 


sa esa jivo vivara-prasutih 
pranena ghosena guham pravistah 
mano-mayam süksmam upetya rüpam 
matra svaro varna iti sthavisthah 
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The Supreme Lord said: I am the Lord who gives life to every living 
being. Manifesting in the various cakras, I enter the muladhara-cakra 
of Brahma along with prana phase of subtle pard sound. I then rise 
to the manipüra-cakra in the mental phase as pasyanti and to (the 
anáhata-cakra, the intellectual phase) in subtle form as madhyama. 
Ithen take the gross form of short and longs sounds, different into- 
nations, and the syllables of the alphabet. 


In his Bhavartha-dipika commentary on this verse, Srila Sridhar 
Swami quotes Rg Veda (1.164.45): 
catvari vak-parimita padani 
tani vidur brahmand ye manisinah 
guhayam trini nihitani nengayanti 
turiyam vāco manusya vadanti 
Learned Brahmins know that there are four stages in the evolution 
of sound. Three of these remain hidden within the heart as imper- 
ceptible vibrations, while the fourth stage is what people ordinarily 
understand as speech or words. 


In his Sarartha-darsini commentary on Srimad Bhagavatam (11.12.19), Srila 
Vishwanath Chakravarti Thakur further explains these stages of sound: 


Speech is measured in four phases. Three of the phases are called 
para (or highest degree). They are situated in prana at the base of the 
spine, pasyanti, in the mind in the navel, and madhyama situated in 
intelligence in the heart. The sages do not reveal their forms. The 
fourth, called vaikhari is [external] speech in the vocal organ. 


When a pure devotee speaks, all the levels of sound are present 
and according to their level of receptivity they purify the listeners on 
different levels. That purification only takes place when the sound is 
vibrated by the transcendental prana, mind, intelligence and senses of 
the pure devotee. When the sound is recorded, the machine captures 
only an imitation of vaikhari (gross sound) because a machine has no 
prana, no mind, and no intelligence capable of recording the deeper 
levels of the vibration. The vibration may also be symbolically recorded 
inthe form of letters ona page. Yet, again, the actual vibration is absent. 

For this reason, in Bhakti Sandarbha (262) Srila Jiva Gosvami has 
explained that there are different degrees of power and benefit in 
different types of hearing. 
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atraiva vivecaniyam - sri-bhagavan-namadeh sravanam tavat paramam 
sreyah. tatrapi mahad-avirbhavita-prabandhadeh. tatra mahat- 
kirtyamanasya tato ‘pi $ri-bhagavatasya 


Regarding hearing, the following should be considered: Hearing 
the names, forms, qualities, and pastimes of the Lord by one's own 
strength is the greatest benefit. Even in such hearing, there is even 
greater benefit in hearing the literature composed by great devo- 
tees. If these very literatures are sung by their respective authors, 
then that is even more beneficial. Compared to hearing literature 
composed by great devotees, there is even greater benefit in hearing 
Srimad Bhagavatam from such great devotees. 


Srila Prabhupada also made a distinction between the efficacy 
of hearing via a recording, phone, or a “gramophone speaker”; and 
hearing from an authorized person: 


We have to hear not from a telephone but from an authorized 
person, for it is he who has real knowledge. (Purport to Cc. 
adi 7.107) 


The separated energy can be understood from a practical exam- 
ple. I compose books by speaking into a dictaphone, and when the 
dictaphone is replayed, it appears that Iam speaking personally, 
but actually I am not. (Cc adi 7.119, purport) 


Unless one is svanubhavam, self-realized, [unless his] life is 
bhágavata, he cannot preach Bhágavata. That will not be effec- 
tive. A gramophone will not help. ... A gramophone will not help, 
if you want to read Srimad Bhágavatam, you must approach a 
person who is living Bhágavata. (Lecture in Rome. 27 May 1974.) 


When you play back it will speak just like I am speaking, but I 
am not there. (Room conversation in London. 10 August 1971) 


If you simply become a gramophone speaker, then it will not 
be effective. Gramophone or tape record speaker, that will not 
be. You must be a live speaker. Your living condition should 
be spiritually, what is called, surcharged. So that means you 
must be trained up how to rise early in the morning, take 
your bath, cleanse yourself, chant Hare Krsna mantra. Then 
you will be spiritually strong. When you are spiritually strong, 
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if you speak something on spiritual subject matter, then it 
will be effective. Otherwise it will be just like tape recorder 
playing. So this is required. (Room Conversation in Mauritius. 
5 October 1975.) 


Goop FORTUNE OF RECORDINGS 


The age of technology has some advantages for devotees, one of 
which is the good fortune of having audio and video recordings of 
Srila Prabhupada and current saintly persons. Aside from recordings 
we now have social media that enable us to connect with different 
devotees. This media enables us to easily remember and contemplate 
on Srila Prabhupada's teachings. 

However, it's not that recordings or social media can replace per- 
sonal association. This is a simple matter of common sense. Imagine 
if, while sitting upstairs watching a video lecture of Srila Prabhupada, 
suddenly someone rushed into the room and announced that Srila 
Prabhupada just arrived at your house, "He just walked inside and 
right now is giving class downstairs." Who would refuse to go, say- 
ing, "There is no need for me to go downstairs to hear from him. I’m 
associating with him via a recording. It's just as good." 

Srila Prabhupada's divine presence in his books and recordings is an 
important principle in ISKCON. It is a great treasure in our society that 
devotees should take advantage of. By listening attentively and acting 
on his teachings, any sincere seeker ofthe truth can directly associate 
with him. However, that does not mean that recordings or social media 
can replace the principle of personal association in disciplic succession. 


DIRECTLY FROM THE Lips 


For these reasons, Srila Prabhupada repeatedly emphasized the 
need for hearing directly from a person. He often used the phrase, 
“from the lips”. A few examples: 


A businessman is always very eager to go to a place where business 
is transacted. Similarly, a devotee is very eager to hear from the lips 
of liberated devotees. As soon as one hears the glories of the Lord 
from the liberated devotees, he immediately becomes impregnated 
with Krishna consciousness. (Purport to Bhág. 4.29.39-40.) 
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In Bhagavad-gità, Arjuna is hearing about God from the lips of Sri 
Krishna himself. In this way Arjuna set the criterion for understand- 
ing the Supreme by submissive hearing. It is our position to hear 
Bhagavad-gità from the lips of Arjuna or his bona fide representative, 
the spiritual master. (Chapter 3 of Beyond Birth and Death.) 


When it is chanted by a pure devotee of the Lord in love, it has the 
greatest efficacy on hearers, and as such this chanting should be heard 
from the lips ofa pure devotee of the Lord, so that immediate effects can 
be achieved. As far as possible, chanting from the lips of non-devotees 
should be avoided. Milk touched by the lips of a serpent has poisonous 
effects. (Chapter 6 of Krishna Consciousness, the Topmost Yoga System.) 


The transcendental messages of the scriptures should be heard from 
the lips of realized souls. (Chapter 28 of Teachings of Lord Caitanya.) 


Our movement is being carried by spiritual strength from chanting 
of the Hare Krishna maha-mantra from the lips of pure devotees. Our 
disciples are pure and therefore the effect is that this movement is 
gaining in scope all over the world. (Letter to Murari, 4 February 1971.) 


ONLY THROUGH THE DEVOTEE 


Srimad Bhagavatam and other vaisnava literature can only be ap- 
proached via the medium of Krishna’s devotee. Caitanya-caritamrta. 
(madhya 11.28) and Laghu-bhdgavatamrta (2.6) quote Adi Purana: 


ye me bhakta-janah partha 
na me bhaktas ca te janah 
mad-bhaktanam ca ye bhaktas 
te me bhakta-tama matah 


[Lord Krishna told Arjuna:] “Those who are my direct devotees are 
actually not my devotees, but those who are the devotees of my 
devotee are factually my devotees." 


Therefore, Lord Shiva says in Caitanya-caritamrta (madhya 24.313): 


aham vedmi suko vetti 
vyaso vetti na vetti va 
bhaktya bhagavatam grahyam 
na buddhya na ca tikaya 


I know Srimad Bhágavatam, Sukadev Goswami, the son of Vyasadev, 
knows, and Vyasadev himself may know or may not know Srimad 
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Bhagavatam. $rimad Bhagavatam can only be understood through 
bhakti, devotion. It is not possible to understand it by dint of one's 
material intelligence nor by taking help from commentaries. 


Srila Prabhupada writes in his purport to this verse: 


According to the Vedic injunction, yasya deve para bhaktir yatha 
deve tatha gurau [Svetasvatara Upanisad 6.23], all Vedic literatures 
maintain that Srimad Bhágavatam has to be learned from the per- 
son bhagavata, and to understand it one has to engage in pure 
devotional service. Srimad Bhagavatam cannot be understood by 
so-called erudite scholars or grammarians. One who has developed 
pure Krishna consciousness and has served the pure devotee, the 
spiritual master, can understand $rimad Bhágavatam. Others cannot. 


APPROACH SASTRA THROUGH GURU 


The Padma Purana (bhümi-khanda 67.43) describes the process of 
approaching sastra: 
guru-pujam akrtvaiva 
yah Sastram Srotum icchati 
na karoti ca Susárüsam 
ajfia-bhangafica bhavatah 
Without worshiping the spiritual master, those who try to listen to 
the scriptures are not following scriptural injunctions. Rather, they 
are consciously breaking them. 


Similar statements are also made in the Devi-rahasya (1.22-24), 
where it speaks of accepting teachings from a book in the absence 
of a qualified guru: 

adiksita upadhyaya- 

vihinah sakti-bhaktiman 
guror abhave devesi 

pustakarh gurum ácaret (22) 


[Lord Shiva said:] “O Parvati! A non-initiated person in the absence of a 
real guru should accept the book as guru." 


Lord Shiva clarifies that statement in the next verse: 


yadi kascid bhaved devi 
gurus tantra-vicaksanah 
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diksitah s$iva-mantrena 

vaisnavah subha-laksanah 
tam parityajya yo devi 

para-bhakto 'pi bhaktiman 
pustakam tu gurum kuryat 

sa bhavec chiva-ghatakah (23 - 24) 


“O Devi! However, if there exists a bona-fide vaisnava guru expert 
in the tantras, endowed with all auspicious qualities and initiated 
through an auspicious mantra, and if one renounces such a supremely 
devoted vaisnava guru and accepts a book as guru, then he becomes 
an offender to Lord Shiva." 


BorH HEARING AND READING 


For his followers, the books of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktive- 
danta Swami Prabhupada are their life and soul. Srila Prabhupada 
comments in his purport to Caitanya-caritamrta (madhya 25.278): 


All the devotees connected with the Krishna consciousness move- 
ment must read all the books that have been translated (the Caitanya- 
caritamrta, Srimad-Bhagavatam, Bhagavad-gita and others); otherwise, 
after some time, they will simply eat, sleep and fall down from their 
position. Thus they will miss the opportunity to attain an eternal, 
blissful life of transcendental pleasure. 


Srila Prabhupada is always present in his books. Srila Prabhu- 
pada’s disciple, Caru Das, recounts a personal memory: 

“A reporter asked, ‘What will happen to your movement when you 

die?’ Before the words were out of his mouth, it was so lightning 

quick, Prabhupada was saying, ‘I will never die’, right back at the 

guy. And then Prabhupada explained himself, ‘I will live forever in 

my books.” (Srila Prabhupada Remembrances. Volume 3 chapter 43.) 


Devotees should always associate with Srila Prabhupada through the 
form of his books, and also through the form of his devotees and follow- 
ers. Bona fide books say that we should hear from a bona fide person, 
while bona fide persons instruct their followers to read bona fide books. 


